
Thought for the Day Pentecost 

Acts 2:1-21; John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15 

 How many of us still like birthdays I wonder.  Not those of the young 

people still in our families, but our own.  As we get older are they getting 

a little less exciting, a bit tedious maybe, just another day in the calendar? 

 Well, happy birthday everyone, penblwydd hapus pawb.  Today is a 

day to get really excited about birthdays.  Pentecost, which is sometimes 

called the birthday of the church, is definitely a day to celebrate.  It marks 

another fulfilment of Scripture.  The day when the apostles are filled with 

the Holy Spirit. 

 Our reading from the Acts of the Apostles tells us that they were all 

gathered in one place, when suddenly from heaven came a sound like the 

rushing wind and tongues of fire appeared and they then started talking 

and everyone there, Jews from all over the world could understand what 

was being said, each in their own language.   

Imagine being there, with people you don’t know, in a strange land, 

united by faith but divided by the barriers of language.  Understanding the 

ritual, but trying to follow the liturgy when all of a sudden you hear clearly 

and understand every word.  How amazing that would be.  

When I was in Zambia I went to a Pentecostal Assemblies of God 

church regularly and learnt so much from that experience.  One of the 

things that fascinated me was the way the sermon was approached.  The 

Pastor would preach in English, with his friend standing beside him 

translating every paragraph into Nyanja, smoothly without pause or 

interruption.  It was a truly amazing double act- it meant that every person, 

no matter how old or young could hear the Word and understand it.  

The first time I heard them brought me straight to today’s reading 

from Acts.  I rushed back to my digs to look it up on my Kindle Bible and 

it really helped me to understand the significance of the Holy Spirit 

descending and opening up Scripture to everyone.  I hadn’t really 

considered before that Jesus’ followers would have been predominantly 

mono-lingual, speaking Aramaic, with the odd person speaking a little 

Greek or Latin, but given their professions, mostly fisherfolk, with Jesus 

the son of a carpenter, they would not have been polyglots so how could 

they spread the good news of Christ to wider world?  Through the gift of 

the Holy Spirit, the advocate.  



The role of an advocate is to offer independent support.  An 

advocate does not represent their own views but amplifies that of the 

person they are supporting. An advocate should also empower the person 

to advocate for themselves wherever possible.   

In the gospel according to John the role of the Holy Spirit as 

advocate is really eloquently explained.  The Spirit is truth, and as 

advocate will help all those who believe to find and understand the truth.  

The Spirit will speak the truth from God and will help the disciples discern 

that truth and then evangelise truth. Jesus says, “…he will guide you all 

into the truth…He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and 

declare it to you” (John 16: 13-14 abridged). Jesus calls the Holy Spirit 

"the Spirit of truth", or "the Spirit who communicates truth".  The Spirit 

does this because Jesus is the truth. The Spirit bears witness; he is a 

source of revelation about the truth as it is found in the person and work 

of Jesus.  We are sent that advocate of truth, just as the apostles were 

sent the gift the Holy Spirit. We get that gift too if we open our hearts and 

receive the Spirit, letting him into our lives, guiding us to live in truth and 

to evangelise the truth of our Lord Jesus Christ. This is truly a day to 

celebrate. Happy Pentecost. Amen 


